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PIERRE, S.D. - Bob Kusser (right), South Dakota National Guard 

Museum director, gives dignitaries from Suriname a tour of the 

museum in Pierre, Friday, June 17 2011.  The South Dakota National 

Guard hosted dignitaries from the Republic of Suriname for a week in 

June.  Dignitaries were shown various military training associated with 

the annual Golden Coyote training exercise, which brought 2,100 

National Guard Soldiers and Airmen from across the U.S. to the Black 

Hills for the two-week training event.  They were also shown ongoing missions by South Dakota's 

Soldiers and Airmen conducting flood relief related missions in the state's capitol.  The South Dakota-

Suriname State Partnership Program was formally established in August 2006 to develop mutually 

beneficial partnerships between the two entities.  Pictured (left to right) are Mr. John Nay, U.S. 

Ambassador to Suriname, Col. Hedwig Gilaard, Suriname Chief of Armed Forces, Lt. Col. Johnny 

Antonius, Suriname Strategic Planning and Education and Mr. Lamure Latour, Suriname Minister of 

Defense.  (SDNG photo by OC Chad Carlson) 

 

 

PIERRE, S.D. - Bob Kusser (right), South Dakota National Guard 

Museum director, gives Mr. Lamure Latour, Suriname Chief of 

Defense, a tour of the museum in Pierre, Friday, June 17, 2011.  The 

South Dakota National Guard hosted dignitaries from the Republic of 

Suriname for a week in June.  Dignitaries were shown various military 

training associated with the annual Golden Coyote training exercise, 

which brought 2,100 National Guard Soldiers and Airmen from across 

the U.S. to the Black Hills for the two-week training event.  They were 

also shown ongoing missions by South Dakota's Soldiers and Airmen 

conducting flood relief related missions in the state's capitol.  The South Dakota-Suriname State 

Partnership Program was formally established in August 2006 to develop mutually beneficial partnerships 

between the two entities.  (SDNG photo by OC Chad Carlson) 
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PIERRE, S.D. - Bob Kusser (second from left), of the South Dakota 

National Guard Museum, gives dignitaries from Suriname a tour of the 

museum in Pierre, Friday, June 17, 2011.  The South Dakota National 

Guard hosted dignitaries from the Republic of Suriname for a week in 

June.  Dignitaries were shown various military training associated with 

the annual Golden Coyote training exercise, which brought 2,100 

National Guard Soldiers and Airmen from across the U.S. to the Black 

Hills for the two-week training event.  They were also shown ongoing 

missions by South Dakota's Soldiers and Airmen conducting flood relief related missions in the state's 

capitol.  The South Dakota-Suriname State Partnership Program was formally established in August 2006 

to develop mutually beneficial partnerships between the two entities.  Pictured (left to right) are Mr. John 

Nay, U.S. Ambassador to Suriname, Bob Kusser, Mr. Lamure Latour, Suriname Minister of Defense and 

Col. Hedwig Gilaard, Suriname Chief of Armed Forces..  (SDNG photo by OC Chad Carlson) 

 

PIERRE, S.D. - Col. Hedwig Gilaard, Suriname Chief of Armed 

Forces, looks at the display of weapons as dignitaries from Suriname 

tour the South Dakota National Guard Museum in Pierre, Friday, June 

17 2011.  The South Dakota National Guard hosted dignitaries from 

the Republic of Suriname for a week in June.  Dignitaries were shown 

various military training associated with the annual Golden Coyote 

training exercise, which brought 2,100 National Guard Soldiers and 

Airmen from across the U.S. to the Black Hills for the two-week 

training event.  They were also shown ongoing missions by South Dakota's Soldiers and Airmen 

conducting flood relief related missions in the state's capitol.  The South Dakota-Suriname State 

Partnership Program was formally established in August 2006 to develop mutually beneficial partnerships 

between the two entities.    (SDNG photo by OC Chad Carlson) 

 

PIERRE, S.D. - Dignitaries from Suriname visit the South Dakota 

National Guard Museum in Pierre, Friday, June 17 2011.  Dignitaries 

were shown various military training associated with the annual 

Golden Coyote training exercise, which brought 2,100 National Guard 

Soldiers and Airmen from across the U.S. to the Black Hills for the 

two-week training event.  They were also shown ongoing missions by 

South Dakota's Soldiers and Airmen conducting flood relief related 

missions in the state's capitol.  The South Dakota-Suriname State Partnership Program was formally 

established in August 2006 to develop mutually beneficial partnerships between the two entities.  Pictured 

(left to right) are Cdr. Hiram Johnson, Military Liaison Offier, U.S. Embassy, Bob Kusser, South Dakota 

National Guard Museum director, Mr. Lamure Latour, Suriname Minister of Defense, Mr. John Nay, U.S. 

Ambassador to Suriname, Lt. Col. Johnny Antonius, Suriname Strategic Planning and Education, Col. 

Hedwig Gilaard, Suriname Chief of Armed Forces and Lt. Col. John Weber, South Dakota-Suriname 

State Partnership Program director. (SDNG photo by OC Chad Carlson) 

 

 

High resolution photos are available upon request or at www.flickr.com/southdakotanationalguard 

Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Brendan Murphy at (605) 737-6721 or cell 
(605) 431-8753, or e-mail brendan.murphy1@us.army.mil.  
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